
Raymond N. Mashni, P.L.C.
Attorney and Counselor at Law

May 29,2008
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AlvaDeJamett-Miller
Office of the General Counsel
Federal Election Commission .r"999 E. Street, NW c s : ;
Washington, DC 20463 " > iti ]

Re: MUR6004 "°

Dear Ms. DeJamett-Miller:

Enclosed please find the following:

1 . Statement of Designation of Andrew Concannon as Counsel of myself as Treasurer•.

2. My resporise as Counsel of Friends of Andrew Concannon, Concannon for Congress and
i

Andrew Concannon in regards to the above matter. j

If I can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

1. Mashni, Esq

RNM/jp
Enclosures
cc: Andrew Concannon
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The above-named Individual and/or firm la hereby designated ae my
counsel and la authorized to receive any notifications and other communications
from the Commission and to act on my behalf before the Commission.
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Raymond N. Mashni, P.L.C.
Attorney and Counselor at Law

May 29,2008

AlvaDeJamctt-Millcr
Office of the General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 E. Street, NW
Washington, DC 20463

Re: MUR6004

Dear Ms. De Jaraett-Miller:

I am writing in response to the complaint filed with your office by Mr. Jeff Timmer, Executive Director
of the Michigan Republic Party. I write on behalf of 3 of the respondents, Friends of Andrew
Concannon, Concannbn for Congress and Andrew Concannon.

I am asking that your office finds that there is no reason to believe that Andrew Concannon, Democratic
candidate for U.S. House of Representatives in the 4th District of Michigan, Friends of Andrew
Concannon and Concannon for Congress have violated federal campaign finance laws.

The complaint makes two general charges, both factually incorrect. First, the complainant alleges that
the congressional campaign committee has received contributions and made expenditures for federal
electoral activities from impermissible sources, has received contributions in excess of the contribution
limits, and has failed to disclose financial activity. Two, the complainant alleges that the congressional
campaign committee has not appropriately disclosed in full campaign expenditures associated with
trinkets and campaign paraphernalia distributed at a St. Patrick's Day parade in County Clare, Michigan.

i

1. Impermissible Contributions and Expenditures

Mr. Concannon initiated exploratory activities to determine the viability of a candidacy for public office
in late November 2007. All political organizations, unless specifically exempt, are required to register
with (he Internal Revenue Service (IRS) within 24 hours. Since Mr. Concannon did not know for
certain at the time he initiated these activities if he would become a candidate, register a campaign
committee with the FEC, and therefore subsequently become exempt from IRS registration and on-going
periodic filing, he applied for a tax identification number for a campaign committee, and completed the
IRS registration process under the name of Friends of Andrew Concannon.
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In January 2008, Mr. Concaimon became a candidate for U.S. Congress, registered this same political
organization with the FEC under the name of Concaimon for Congress by filing FEC Form 1, Statement
of Organization. This filing disclosed the previous IRS registration on the Statement of Organization by
listing it as an "affiliated" committee, but die political organizations are one in the same committee.
Friends of Andrew Concannon is not a "separate 527" committee as the complainant alleges, but rather a
precursor committee.

Prior to registration with the FEC in January 2008, the campaign committee did not receive any
contributions or incur any expenses other than disbursements made by Mr. Concannon that he
contributed in-kind to the federal campaign committee. Exploratory activities were limited to personal
contacts and communications between Mr. Concannon and potential supporters and campaign
development. Therefore, no contributions or transfers of funds were received from impermissible
sources or "nonfederai" entities, and no contributions or monies have been received in excess of the
applicable federal contribution limits as the complainant maliciously charges. Mr. Concannon's in-kind
contributions and disbursements were disclosed on the April IS Quarterly report to the extent required
by FEC regulations.

To clarify matters, the committee's organizational documents have been amended to identify the
campaign name as "Friends of Andrew Concannon11 "aka Concannon for Congress."

2. Parade Trinkets & Other Paraphernalia

The complainant alleges that the April Quarterly report did not disclose adequate disbursements for
expenses associated with the candidate's participation in the County Clare St Patrick's Day parade.

A. T-shirts. The cost of the t-shirts was $162.18, and was disclosed on the April Quarterly report as
part of the payment to Nancy Cabrera on 3/24/08. Please see attached in Exhibit A her invoice from
Saginaw Knitting Mills.

B. Car signs, truck rental and trailer rental. Two digital signs bearing Mr. Concannon's image, were
on display at the parade grounds, as well as the truck & trailer used to haul and position the signs. The
owners of the signs, two individuals, provided the signs as a voluntary expression of support. The
individuals were exercising their freedom to speech, protected political speech, and did not intend to
make a donation.

Upon investigation, the cost of the sign usage and accessories is $350.00. The individuals who own the
sign and operate the business of "Dave's Sign Rental" are not organized as a corporation. As such, even
if the provision of the signs is considered to be an in-kind contribution rather than the voluntary use of
personal property, use. of the signs would be an in-kind contribution from a permissible source. To the
extent that the Federal Election Commission views the sign as a "contribution," the appropriate remedy
would be to amend the April Quarterly report to add it.

»

C. The 4x8 signs were printed in January 2008 by Keystone Printing, and paid by Mr. Concannon.
The in-kind contribution from the candidate on 01/09/08 in the amount of $402.00 discloses the payment
for printing and was also reported on the April Quarterly report Please see attached in Exhibit B the
invoice for these signs.

D. Candy to hand but along parade route. The cost of these items was $62.69 and was disclosed on
the April Quarterly report as part of the payment to Nancy Cabrera on 3/24/08. Please see attached in
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Exhibit C her receipts from Sam's Club. Please note that the baskets mentioned in the complaint used
to hold the candy were the personal property of individuals and returned to the owners after the parade.

Given the facts as discussed above, I would like to ask that this complaint be dismissed with no further
action as the complainant, the representative of a biased partisan organization, has failed to provide a
basis for his allegations other than speculation.

itativc for Respondents.
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S1TMK-OOK • FAX 317/418-408

3168 Sundown Lane
Siginiw MI 48603
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24x96 VINYL BANNER
24 X 96 COROPLAST SIGN
Sales Tax

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ORDER!
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a service charge of 1.5% per month. TOTAL 5402,80
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